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Short biography

Janno Bergmann was born in 1975 in Pärnu, Estonia. He began his art studies in 1994 at the Art Depart-
ment of Pärnu Sütevaka High School of Humanities and has been active in the art field since 1996.

He has expressed his creativity through various media, including painting, printmaking, performance art, 
video art, conceptual art, sculpture, installation art, and photography. In his personal projects, he ex-
plores themes of art, culture, and communication, reinterpreting myths of contemporary art history and 
seeking poetic imagery in visual art.

Janno Bergmann is a founding member of the performance art group Non Grata. From 2000 to 2001, 
he worked in New York as an assistant to Ilya Kabakov. Since 2009, he has been associated with the art-
ists’ collective Art Container. He is a recipient of the Pärnu Art Annual Award (2013). Since 2014, he has 
worked as a freelance curator, and from 2017 to 2023, he coordinated the Copper Leg Art Residency. 
Since autumn 2025, he has been coordinating the Artist-in-Residence program at the Pärnu Artists’ 
House. In recent years, as an artist, he has focused on experimental processes in analog photography, 
including camera-less photography, photograms, lumen prints, chemigrams, and pinhole photography.

He has participated in numerous international art festivals, exhibitions, and art events. Outside his home 
country, he has presented his work in Latvia, Lithuania, Russia, Sweden, Germany, Australia, Norway, 
Georgia, Finland, Japan, and Belgium.

Contacts: janno.bergmann@gmail.com, +372 555 79 803



“Glasperlenangst“ / Exhibiton by Janno Bergmann / 2010







“The Literary Black Square” / oil  on canvas / 150cm
 X

 150cm
 / 2010



“Deconstruction of Malevich’s Black Square” / laser cut on wood / 90cm X 56cm / 2010



“Why You Need Milk, If You Can Get The Culture” / digital collage on composite plate / 60cm X 60cm / 2010



“Human Soul Validation Script” / digital print on paper / 42cm X 52cm / 2010



“D
evelopm

ent of Language and C
ulture: A

 Transhum
an Insight” / digital print on PV

C
 / 298cm

 X
 80cm

 / 2010



“Picasso on the Moon” / installation / Estonia, Russia, Germany / 2011 - 2013 



“Picasso on the Moon” (Estonian version)



“Picasso on the Moon” (Russian version)



“Picasso on the Moon” (English version)



“Picasso on the Moon” (German version)











“Cultural Invasion” / installation / VII Shiryaevo Biennale of Contemporary Art / 
Samara region, Russia / 2011





“ART” / installation / Culture Factory Polymer / Tallinn, Estonia / 2012







“ART” / installation / Pärnu City Gallery / Pärnu, Estonia / 2012







“Kingdom of Heaven” / installation by Art Container (Janno Bergmann, Tanel Saar, Kilian Ocks) 
/ Berlin / Dresden / Germany / 2013







“Homage to Viktor Tsoi” / III International Festival of Contemporary Art 
«Street as a Museum - Museum as a Street» / Samara, Russia





“Art Makes You (*) Fly” / Exhibiton by Janno Bergmann / 
Pärnu Artists’ House Gallery / Pärnu, Estonia / 2013











“Art Makes You (*) Fly” / Installation by Janno Bergmann / 
Exhibition “The Presence of Absence” in Tartu Art House Gallery / Tartu, Estonia / 2013











“Art Makes You (*) Fly” / Installation by Janno Bergmann / 
Dimanche Rouge festival in Culture Factory Polymer / Tallinn, Estonia / 2013







Photo series / Bergkvara, Sweden / 2013



“Contact” / photo serie by Janno Bergmann / Bergkvara, Sweden / 2013

“Trapped” / photo serie by Janno Bergmann / Bergkvara, Sweden / 2013



“About the Future” / video art by Janno Bergmann / 2014



“About the Future” / Video installation by Janno Bergmann / Lübeck, Germany / 2014
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Curatorial project “11000 Years Later. Contemporary Art From Estonia”
/ Gallery “Ljuda” / St. Petersburg, Russia / 2015

Curator: Janno Bergmann
Artists: Peter Allik, Evgeni Zolotko, ‘Artcontainer’ (Tanel Saar, Kilian Okhs, Janno Bergmann)



Exhibition “11000 Years Later. Contemporary Art From Estonia” view from the balcony / Gallery “Ljuda” / St. Petersburg, Russia / 2015 Photo:  Mikhail Grigoriev



“Kingdom of Heaven” installation by Artcontainer ( Tanel Saar, Kilian Okhs, Janno Bergmann) / Gallery “Ljuda” / St. Petersburg, Russia / 2015 Photos:  Mikhail Grigoriev



“How To Become Rich And Beautiful” increased linocut prints by Peeter Allik / Gallery “Ljuda” / St. Petersburg, Russia / 2015 Photos:  Mikhail Grigoriev



“Tepidity” installation fragment by Jevgeni Zolotko / Gallery “Ljuda” / St. Petersburg, Russia / 2015 Photos:  Mikhail Grigoriev



“Hommages To Marko Mäetamm - Silent Houses And Bleeding Media” digital print and watercolor series by Janno  Bergmann / Gallery “Ljuda” / St. Petersburg, Russia / 2015
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Photo series “Variations” / Pärnu, Estonia / 2015



“Variation I” photo by Janno Bergmann / 2015



“Variation II” photo by Janno Bergmann / 2015



“Variation III” photo by Janno Bergmann / 2015



“Humanity vs. Curiosity”
Installation by Janno Bergmann / Pärnu City Gallery / Pärnu, Estonia / 2015

Participants in the installation building 
Idea / video editing / design / passion play: Janno Bergmann

Programming / electronics: Tanel Lebedev 
Photography: Marko Toomast

Project webpage: https://ox.linnagalerii.ee
Project walkthrough video: https://vimeo.com/143991222





Curiosity – this may be overall described as as a qualitative characteristic indeed. This is one of the human conditions just like play, taking risks  or let´s say – 
irrationality. All these things are generally human, known to us and there is nothing to complain about. Humanity is a well-known synonym for human na-
ture. Nevertheless there is a very subtle limit, at which curiosity would contradict humanity  and therefore it would surpass the moral categories established in 
a culture – let us mention such things as philantropy, honesty, benevolence, sympathy, tolerance, altruism and reverence of life.

This very same very subtle limit is a certain  no-man´s land, where the rules of the game, its borders become diffused, and it contains the „but“-s, which are 
the main focus point of the installation „HUMANITY vs CURIOSITY“. The audience is put in a condition, where they have two opposite choices – either to pre-
serve the lifespan of the virtual body projected on the screen; or to commit an illusory execution. Interpreting the choice made in the context of this installa-
tion, a question is raised: which of the two would prevail – humanity or curiosity. The victim as this virtual body is the artist himself, the author of this piece.
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 “Humanity vs.Curiosity “ installation view in Pärnu City Gallery / 2015



 “Humanity vs.Curiosity “ installation view in Pärnu City Gallery / 2015



Installation “H
um

anity vs.C
uriosity “ in action



“Monument to Europe - Euro Rainbow” 
Public object by Janno Bergmann / HANSEartWORKS / S12 Galleri, Bergen, Norway / 2016



 “Monument to Europe - Euro Rainbow” / Public object by Janno Bergmann / HANSEartWORKS / S12 Galleri, Bergen, Norway / 2016



“All-Seeing Eye“
Installation by Janno Bergmann & Art Container / Gallery Metropol / Tallinn / Estonia / 2017 

Idea: Janno Bergmann and Tanel Lebedev 
Prototyping: Janno Bergmann and Tanel Lebedev 

Design: Janno Bergmann and Tanel Saar 
Mechanics: Janno Bergmann and Kilian Ochs 

Electronics: Kilian Ochs and Leho Reiska 
Programming: Kilian Ochs



“All-Seeing Eye“ / Installation by Janno Bergmann & Art Container / Gallery Metropol / Tallinn / Estonia / 2017 



“Red & Black”
Series of compositions by Janno Bergmann / 2017

Original footage from 35mm scratch film (direct animation) by Janno Bergmann / 1999



RED & BLACK / Composition No.0 / Janno Bergmann / 2017



RED & BLACK / Composition No.1 / Janno Bergmann / 2017



RED & BLACK / Composition No.2 / Janno Bergmann / 2017



RED & BLACK / Composition No.3 / Janno Bergmann / 2017



RED & BLACK / Composition No.4 / Janno Bergmann / 2017



RED & BLACK / Composition No.5 / Janno Bergmann / 2017



“Cosmic Kitchen”
Series of compositions by Janno Bergmann / 2017 -2020



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.1 
Janno Bergmann / 2017



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.2

Janno Bergmann / 2017



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.3 
Janno Bergmann / 2017



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.4

Janno Bergmann / 2017



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.5 
Janno Bergmann / 2017



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.6

Janno Bergmann / 2017



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.7
Janno Bergmann / 2020



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.8

Janno Bergmann / 2020



Cosmic Kitchen 
Composition No.9
Janno Bergmann / 2020



Exhibition “Cosmic Kitchen” 
Janno Bergmann / Pärnu City Gallery / Estonia / 2017

Teaser video: https://vimeo.com/268405364



Exhibition “Cosmic Kitchen” by Janno Bergmann / Pärnu City Gallery / Estonia / 2017 Photo: Danel  Rinaldo



Exhibition “Cosmic Kitchen” and installation “Constant Eclipse”
Janno Bergmann / Gallery Metropol / Tallinn / Estonia / 2017 









Exhibition “Cosmic Kitchen” 
Janno Bergmann / Copper Leg Art Residency / Vaskjala / Estonia / 2020 







Photography by Janno Bergmann / 2017 - 2019



INSEN  / Photography by Janno Bergmann / 2017



Water / Classical Element / Photo by Janno Bergmann / 2018 
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Les Fleurs du mal 
Homage to Charles Baudelaire

Photo series by Janno Bergmann / 2020-2022
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Les Fleurs du mal 
Installation by Janno Bergmann / Pärnu City Gallery / Estonia / 2022



Les Fleurs du mal / Installation by Janno Bergmann / Pärnu City Gallery / Estonia / 2022 Photo: Marko Toomast



Microgenesis
Exhibition by Janno Bergmann / Okapi Gallery / Tallinn / Estonia / 2025



Microgenesis / Exhibition by Janno Bergmann / Okapi Galley / Tallinn / Estonia / 2025 Photo: Temuri Khvingia

“MICROGENESIS” 

The series is created using experimental methods characteristic of camera-less photography, combining lumen printing and chemigram techniques. Lumen 
printing harnesses the effects of light and time on photosensitive paper, capturing images without chemical development, while chemigrams open up an 
unpredictable dialogue between material and chemistry, where light, liquids, and time generate unique patterns.

Microgenesis refers to a process in perceptual psychology, where images and their interpretation gradually clarify, rising from the subconscious to the con-
scious level. This dynamic development can be compared to a photograph slowly emerging in the darkroom—initially blurry and undefined, yet transform-
ing and sharpening over time.

These works, created on black-and-white photographic paper, embody the layered expansion of perception and memory. The images that reveal them-
selves are not merely recordings, but visual traces of physical and chemical processes, unfolding gradually with each viewing.
The exhibition invites the viewer to experience moments of emergence and becoming, where the boundary between chaos and order, chance and struc-
ture, begins to blur.

(2024-2025)



Microgenesis / Exhibition by Janno Bergmann / Okapi Galley / Tallinn / Estonia / 2025 Photo: Temuri Khvingia



Microgenesis / Exhibition by Janno Bergmann / Okapi Galley / Tallinn / Estonia / 2025 Photo: Temuri Khvingia



Microgenesis / Exhibition by Janno Bergmann / Okapi Galley / Tallinn / Estonia / 2025 Photo: Temuri Khvingia
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Art documentation videos: https://vimeo.com/showcase/2640895

password:12345


